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“The aim and vision for the new academic uniform was to create a “one” Waverley 
look for the boys connecting them from years 5-12. 
  
It has been designed with a transeasonal approach to everyday dressing through 
choice of core essential and optional garments. Although it is still classic it now has a 
more contemporary feel through the use of newly developed fabrics that are 
lightweight, durable and comfortable. We have also looked closely at the fit and 
structure of the garments to cater for the diversity of body types in our multicultural 
society while maintaining a consistent look that is fit for purpose, age appropriate and 
shows a subtle rite of passage. 
  
The overall handwriting of the uniform was inspired through the school archives so 
that it still reflects and respects the history and tradition of Waverley College yet 
looks to the future.”  
 
- Jonathan Ward, Designer  

 
 
 
Why are we introducing a new uniform? 
We are seeking a new uniform to support the future direction of the College as outlined in the new 
Strategic Plan 2019-2023. A key criterion was to provide a uniform that has a contemporary feel, is 
flexible and comfortable to wear, and is better suited to the school environment and to boys’ learning. 
The new uniform design reflects the values and traditions of Waverley College.  
 
With a consistent design and look across Years 5-12, this will also bring uniform cost saving for families. 
The College recognises that the current uniform has an extensive number of design options for 
different co-curricular activities which can be expensive for parents, confusing and unsustainable. 
 
 
Is there a winter and summer uniform?  
There is no separate winter and summer uniform, there will be one uniform with various optional 
items to choose from. For example, boys can wear shorts or pants, and a short sleeve shirt or long 
sleeve shirt. In the cooler months, boys will have the option to layer jumpers, cardigans, vests, scarfs 
and a warm parka-style rain jacket that can be worn on campus and to sport - by far the most popular 
item amongst the boys. Please note, in certain instances, boys will be required to wear a full suit. For 
example, formal occasions, photoshoots, awards or special assemblies etc.  
 
 
Has the College considered the cost impact on families? 
Yes, this issue has been at the forefront of the Committee’s work. We have taken an 18-month design 
phase-in period with new academic and core sport uniform being introduced for the start of the 2020 
year and will be compulsory for all boys from the commencement of the 2021 academic year.  
 
While there will be an initial investment for parents to purchase the new uniform, there are several 
cost benefits to the new uniform: you won’t need to buy a new uniform when your son moves from 



the Junior School to the Senior School, increased availability of second-hand/hand-me-down items, 
no additional cost for the senior school blazer, and a substantial reduction in speciality sport items. 
 
The specialist/on-field sporting uniform will be introduced for the Summer Sport 2020/2021 season 
and will be introduced in August 2020 for summer sport. Winter specialist sport uniforms will be 
available from February 2021, with the expectation that all playing teams will wear the new on-field 
sport uniform in 2021. The expectation will be that the current sports uniform will be adopted for 
training over the transition period to further reduce costs for parents and reduce wastage. 
 

Who is on the Uniform Review Committee?  
Every College stakeholder group is represented and actively involved in the review process including 
students, parents, College staff, Old Boys and Board members. 
 
Designer Jonathan Ward is leading the review. The former executive designer for R. M. Williams is 
known for his versatility, design sense and understanding of how school uniforms work. Johnathon 
has extensive experience working with independent schools both in Sydney and across the country.  
Jonathan has been working closely with the Uniform Review Committee to create new design 
proposals. The committee then discusses the proposals and agree on the final design.  
 

How different is the new uniform? 
The Committee is still in consultation and narrowing down concepts. At this stage, we can confirm 
that the Waverley College colours (navy blue and gold) remain a key feature of the new academic and 
sports uniform. A major difference is the increased consistency of design throughout the College.  
 
Year 5-12 students will essentially wear the same academic uniform with subtle changes, making the 
uniform more cost-effective for parents. The only change across the new core academic uniform is a 
different tie signifying rites of passage through a boy’s schooling journey. For example, there are three 
new tie designs that indicate three different levels of schooling -  Year 5- 6, Year 7-10 and Year 11-12.  
 
In addition, the current academic and PE uniform will be available at a discount to assist families in 
this period of transition. The pricing of the new uniform will be in line with our previous prices (lower, 
in some cases), other schools and the general market for school uniforms. 
 
 
What discounts will be available on the old uniform? 
From Monday 22 July, we will be offering 10-50% off some items in the uniform shop. Please find the 
sales list at the bottom of this document.   
 

How will the new uniform be phased in? 
The new uniform will be available for fittings in the uniform shop from T4 2019. Orders will be available 
for pick up from the uniform shop in January 2020. Details regarding fittings will be communicated to 
you via email, Nurrunga, the College website; they can also be accessed via the College Uniform Shop. 
The Uniform Shop will operate with extended hours in November, December and January to assist 
families getting ready for the 2020 school year.  
  
There will be a one-year transition period for the core academic and sports uniform, with all students 
expected to be wearing the new uniform by the beginning of the 2021 school year. For more 
information about how this transition effects particular year levels, see below. 



I have a son/s at Waverley College already. How will this affect me? 
Boys currently in Year 11, 2019 (Year 12, 2020) 
Your son can finish his schooling at Waverley in his current academic uniform. 
 
Boys currently in Years 7–10, 2019 (Year 8-11, 2020)  
You may stay in your current uniform in 2020 but will be required to purchase the new uniform for 
the start of the 2021 academic year. 
 
Boys currently in Year 6, 2019 (Year 7, 2020) 
All students currently in Year 6 will be required to purchase the new uniform for the 2020 academic 
year. 
 
Boys currently in Year 5, 2019 (Year 6, 2020) 
Boys currently in Year 5 can continue to wear their existing uniform in 2020 but will be required to 
purchase the new uniform for the 2021 academic year. 
 

What about the sport uniform? 
The initial focus of the uniform review has been the academic uniform. Now, a similar process is 
underway for the sports uniform. More information will be communicated in due course. 
 

Can students mix and match pieces from the old and new uniforms? 
No, boys are not able to mix old and new uniform items. Boys must either wear the current full uniform 
or the new uniform. This applies to both the academic and the sport uniform. During the one-year 
transition period (2020), students in Year 6 (2020) and Year 8-12 (2020) may choose to wear either the 
current uniform or the new uniform but no mixing of both.  
 

What happens to the old uniform after 2021? 
We are currently investigating a program whereby outdated academic uniforms can be used by less 
privileged communities overseas. More details about this program will be released soon. 
 

What about the Second-Hand Uniform Shop? 
During the one-year transition period, limited stocks of ‘the existing’ second-hand uniform items will 
still be available. After the transition period, stocks of ‘new’ second-hand uniform items will 
gradually increase. Further details about this will be released soon.  
 

What if I still have questions? 
Please email us here: feedback@waverley.nsw.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


